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Thejoint meetings of the Midwestern Sections of the American Society of Animal Science and the
American Dairy Science Association were again held in Des Moines, lowaMarch 15-17. An excdlent s&t
of pogters and presentations covered a number of different genes, QTL and marker assisted selection research
projects.

The British Pig Breeder s Roundtable was held April 21-23, 2004 in Wye UK. The mesting attracted
some 60 students and researchers interested in a number of topicsincluding QTL, gene markers and new traits.

Dr. Alan Archibad presented an update on efforts to raise funding for the pig genome sequencing project. The
meseting format provided for consderable discusson and was excellent asaways. This event is held every two
years just after Easter and provides an excdlent forum. A future meeting has been planned for the sametimein
April of 2006. Please plan to attend.

I nter national sequencing consortium launches onlineresource. The International Sequencing Consortium
(1SC) haslaunched a free, online resource where scientists and the public can get the latest information on the
datus of sequencing projects for animal, plant and other eukaryotic genomes. The new resource can be
accessed through | SC's home page, http://mww.intlgenome.org. The database enables users to quickly sort
sequencing project information by organism, by sequencing group or by funding agency. Informeation about
each sequencing project includes timetables for completion, aong with brief descriptions of sequencing
srategies being employed. In many cases, the database a0 features links to the individua sequencing projects
Web stes and the sites of thelr funding agencies, such as NHGRI. Also available are links to other publicly run
databases where the actual DNA sequence datais deposited. The | SC was established in 2002 to provide a
worldwide forum for genomic sequencing groups and their funding agencies to share information, coordinate
research efforts and address common issues raised by genomic sequencing, such as data release and data

quality.

Changein pig arraysordering isnow in place. Ordering of arrays from the Pig Genome Coordination
program was temporarily halted to keep pace with the number of demands made to date. Concern was raised
that requests will exceed the materidsin place for the 13,000 element oligo array dides that are being printed.
Individual researchers at NRSP-8 schools or research units have in the past requested 20 free arrays and later
up to 50 additiona ones of which they have paid the printing costs. Additiona orders can now be placed for
new investigators, based on availability only, by firgt going to the web ste:
http://Amww.genome.iastate.edu/resources/array request.ntml to place an order. Please note, to get the
information on the gene ligt you must Sgn the Qiagen non-disclosure agreement (NDA). This likely requires
vigting with your purchasing and or intellectua property office on your campus. Those scientistsin NRSP-8 that
have dready reached their quota will not be able to order additiona arrays at thistime. Shipping will occur after
you specify by email when you want the arrays.

Swine Genome Sequencing Consortium continuesto try to reach itsgoal. Efforts continue to move
forward to raise the funds needed to advance the sequencing of the pig genome. If you can help in raising these
funds please contact Larry Schook at UIUC or Max Rothschild.
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Deadlinesfor the 2004 NRI RFA were announced. Please go to the NRI website (www.resusda.gov/nri/)
for details. The NRI competitive grants program Anima Genomics,

Anima Genome Reagent & Tool Development and Functiona Genomics of Agriculturaly Important Organisms
deadlines are June 15, 2004. Tota 2004 NRI funding was findly approved at $165M. New, multi-inditutiona
specia programs have been added to the '04 RFA, and it's unclear how much these will detract from individud
investigator-based awards. Funding limits have aso increased, most often to atotd of $500,000 (varies

depending on program).

Upcoming mestings (see: http://www.genome.astate.edu/community/meetings.html)

The 16th European Colloguium on Anima Cytogenetics and Gene Mapping will be held a the Jouy-en-Josas
research center of the INRA July 6 - 8. Please see: http:/Awww.inrafr/16ecacgm

American Society of Animal Science- American dairy Science —Poultry Science Association joint Meeting, July
25-29, 2004, St. Louis, MO. For details please see http://www.fass.org/2004/.

ISAG 2004, 29th International Conference on Animal Genetics, Sept. 11-16, 2004, Surugadai Campus, Méiji
University, Tokyo, Jgpan. For more information see http://www?2.kobe-u.ac.jp/~isag2004/

GSAC XV, sponsored by The Ingtitute for Genome Research, Sept. 27-30, 2004, Washington, DC. See
www.tigr.org/conf/gsac for more information.

Ninth DISCOVER Conference on Food Anima Agriculture. "Protecting and Managing Anima Genetic
Resources for Future Generations. The Next Steps’, Nov. 2-5, 2004, Cheyenne, Wyoming. Please see
www.adsa.org/discover/ for further information.

FMant, Anima and Microbia Genome XIlI, joint with the NAGRP annua meetings, Jan. 15-19, 2005, Town &
Country Convention Center, San Diego, CA. Please see www.intl-pag.org/ for information.

Additiond items can be found at: http://mwww.agbi otechnet.com/cal endar/index.asp.
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